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GRADE 2: Life science 1 

Animal body parts 

About this unit 
This unit is the first of four units on life science 
for Grade 2. 

The unit is designed to guide your planning and 
teaching of lessons on physical processes. It 
provides a link between the standards for 
science and your lesson plans 

The teaching and learning activities should help 
you to plan the content and pace of lessons. 
Adapt the ideas to meet the needs of your class. 
For extension or consolidation activities, look at 
the scheme of work for Grade 3 and Grade 1. 

You can also supplement the activities with 
appropriate tasks and exercises from your 
school’s textbooks and other resources. 

Introduce the unit to children by summarising 
what they will learn and how this builds on earlier 
work. Review the unit at the end, drawing out the 
main learning points, links to other work and 'real 
life' applications. 
 

Previous learning 
To meet the expectations of this unit, children should already know some of 
the ways in which living and non-living things differ. 
 

Expectations 
By the end of the unit, children match external parts of their bodies to 
those of other organisms and relate structures to functions. They know their 
sense organs and their functions. They know that teeth are important for 
eating and that they must be kept clean.  

Children who progress further give examples of animals that have a 
skeleton and know that the skeleton functions in protection, support and 
movement. 

 

Resources 
The main resources needed for this unit are: 
• pictures of sense organs, pictures of animals 
• food and drink for tasting  
• feely bags and boxes, range of objects 
• toothbrushes, cola, containers, teeth, animal skulls or sets of teeth, dental 

charts, disclosing tablets 
 

Key vocabulary and technical terms 
Children should understand, use and spell correctly: 
• ears, hear, hearing, eyes, sight, see, hands, touch, feel, skin, taste, 

mouth, tongue, nose, smell, sense 
• arms, legs, elbow, hips, wrist, foot, knee, thigh, shoulder, head 
• soft, hard, prickly, spongy, silky 
• teeth, incisors, molars, digestion, food, chew, tear, toothbrush, toothpaste, 

plaque, gums, bacteria, cavity, enamel, tooth decay 

UNIT 2L.1 
8 hours 
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Standards for the unit 

8 hours 
 SUPPORTING STANDARDS  CORE STANDARDS 

Grade 2 standards 
 EXTENSION STANDARDS 

1.6.1 Know that living organisms need 
food, water and air, that they are 
sensitive … 

2.5.1 Recognise the visible body parts of animals that are similar to those of 
humans and relate structure to function. 

3.6.5 Compare the structure of humans and 
animals and recognise that some 
have an internal skeleton that provides 
protection and support and allows for 
movement. 

 2.5.2 Identify that skin is sensitive to touch, the nose detects smells, eyes detect 
light and colour, ears detect sounds and the tongue detects tastes. 

 

5 hours 

The body 
 

3 hours 

Teeth 

 
 2.5.3 Know that teeth are important for eating and that they must be cleaned 

regularly. 
 

 

Unit 2L.1 
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Activities 

Objectives Possible teaching activities Notes School resources 

Ask children to paint a picture of themselves and give them labels to place around the body, for 
example: 
 Sense of touch Sense of hearing Sense of sight Sense of taste Sense of smell 
 Hand Eyes Fingers Ear Skin Mouth Tongue Arms Legs Elbow Hips Wrist 

Foot Knee Thigh Shoulder Head 

Enquiry skill 2.2.7 

 

Use this column to note 
your own school’s 
resources, e.g. 
textbooks, worksheets. 

 

Talk with children about the senses; here it is important to distinguish between the sense itself 
and the organ used, for example: 
• our eyes are for the seeing; 
• our nose is for smelling; 
• our skin is for touching. 

Refer to the picture that they have just created about the body and the senses. 

  

Show children pictures of different animals. Ask them to name the different parts of the animals’ 
bodies and ask them about the animals’ sense organs and where they are. 

Challenge them to create ‘Who am I?’ riddles about different animals, for example: 
 I have four legs. 
 I have a trunk. 
 I have big ears. 
 Who am I? 

  

5 hours 

The body 
Recognise the visible body 
parts of animals that are 
similar to those of humans 
and relate structure to 
function. 

Identify that skin is sensitive 
to touch, the nose detects 
smells, eyes detect light and 
colour, ears detect sounds 
and the tongue detects 
tastes. 

 

 

Introduce the idea of the sense of touch to children and ask them to talk about which part of the 
body we use for touch. Undoubtedly, children will talk about fingers and hands. It is, though, the 
skin that is our sense organ for touch. This can be shown to children by giving them a feather or 
other similar object and allowing them to tickle different parts of the body (e.g. arm, face, leg) so 
that they realise that the sense of touch relates to the whole body. However, some parts of the 
body are more sensitive than others, and hands are what we use the most for touch.  

Create a series of feely bags or boxes that contain a range of objects that children cannot see 
so they have to use their hands and sense of touch to find out what is inside. 

Feely bags could have different themes, for example, things that are: 
• soft; 
• hard; 
• prickly; 
• spongy; 
• silky; 
• a mixture. 

Ask children to work in pairs so that one child can describe what they feel and the other can try 
to work out what is being described. 

One important aspect of this topic is the 
introduction and development of language 
related to the senses. 

 

Unit 2L.1 
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Objectives Possible teaching activities Notes School resources 

Discuss with children their noses. Ask them to think about what noses are for? What would 
happen if they did not have a nose? Give each child a mirror and ask them to look at their nose, 
including inside it. Ask them questions such as: ‘What can you see?’ and ‘Why are there hairs 
inside your nose?’ 

The nose is used to breathe and has hairs inside to trap dust and other things. 

The nose has a sense of smell, which helps to warn us if there is danger (e.g. bad food, smoke 
from a fire). We can also enjoy using our sense of smell. 

Carry out a class survey about different smells that people like and do not like.  

Ask them to think about which smells they would miss the most if they lost their sense of smell. 

Computer microscopes allow close-up 
photographs to be taken of the different sense 
organs, including ears, eyes, tongue, nose and 
skin. The pictures can be stored and used by 
children later in the topic, or they can be 
displayed in the classroom. 

 

Create an exploring table where children can go and explore different smells and see whether 
they can recognise them. Place things to smell in containers such as yoghurt pots with either 
muslin or pieces of clean tights over the top so that children cannot see what is inside. Inside 
the pots could be: vinegar, a flower, a common spice, lemon, orange. 

Ask children to work in pairs so that one can smell the different pots and guess what is in them 
while the other records whether they guessed correctly in a table like the one below. 
 

Name Pot A Pot B Pot C Pot D Pot E 

      
 
 

  

Talk to children about their sense of sight. Why is sight important? What do they think it would 
be like if they could not see? What things would they miss looking at the most? Encourage them 
to draw pictures for a class book or a class display. 

Give them a mirror and ask them to draw their eyes and colour them accurately. Make sure that 
they draw their eyes almost as big as the paper they have been given. 

Ask them to name parts of their eye; for example, do they know which part of they eye is the: 
iris, eyeball, socket, pupil, eyelash, eyebrow, tear duct? 

Ask them to point to each of the different parts of the eye. Explain what each part does. Ask 
children to close their eyes, and then open their eyes and shine a torch (not too bright) at their 
eyes and watch how the pupils change. They change to let in more light so that we can see 
better. Talk to children about tears and blinking. 

Ask children to suggest ways in which they can look after their eyes. 

  

Talk to children about their sense of hearing and what they use to hear. Talk about their ears. 
Remind them that they should keep their ears clean and not put anything in their ears or make 
loud sounds close to the ear. 

Create a sound game. Use a tape recorder to record everyday sounds and give children a set 
of pictures relating to the sounds on the tape. Play the tape and ask children to match the 
pictures to the sounds. Ask children who can write with confidence to write down what they 
hear. 
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Objectives Possible teaching activities Notes School resources 

Take children on a listening walk in the local environment. Ask them either to remember or to 
write down or draw pictures of the things that they can hear. Back in the classroom, discuss the 
sounds.  

Collect a long list of sounds. Classify these into sounds that children like and sounds that they 
dislike. Ask children for their reasons. 

  

Develop a tasting game in which children wear a blindfold and have to guess what they are 
eating, relying only on their sense of taste and not sight. 

Provide children with a range of taste sensations, for example: 
• sweet; 
• sour; 
• crunchy; 
• chewy; 
• salty; 
• bitter. 

Give children flavoured drinks and see if they can tell which flavours they are. Allow children to 
work in pairs and take it in turns to feed their partner and complete a simple chart to record 
results. For example: 
 

Name sweet sour crunchy chewy salty bitter 

Majda       

Omar        
 
 

Safety: Make sure that none of the foods 
contain ingredients that children are allergic to, 
for example nuts. 

 

 

Show children pictures and video clips of other animals and ask them to comment on the 
differences and similarities. Ask children to think about: 
• position; 
• what they look like; 
• how they are used; 
• similarities to other animals, including humans; 
• differences from other animals, including humans. 
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Objectives Possible teaching activities Notes School resources 

3 hours 

Teeth 
Know that teeth are important 
for eating and that they must 
be cleaned regularly. 

 

Ask each child to paint a picture of their face; make sure that they paint themselves smiling and 
showing their teeth. Use these paintings as a focal point for a display to support this topic on 
teeth. 

Ask children to think about why teeth are important to their bodies. Ask them what they think 
teeth do and why. Ask them to think about what would happen if we did not look after our teeth. 

Key ideas to focus on are: 
• Teeth are part of the digestive process – the process of eating and using food. 
• Teeth have roots to anchor them into the skull. 
• Teeth cut food up and also chew it into smaller pieces so that it can be swallowed. 
• Teeth help us to speak properly and pronounce words. 
• Teeth have an outer layer called enamel; inside the tooth there are blood vessels and nerves. 

If the outer layer is broken, then food can get in, and this is when we can feel pain – 
toothache. 

• We must look after our teeth because inside our mouths it is dark, moist and warm, and there 
is food – just the right conditions for germs and bacteria to grow. 

  

Give children a mirror each and ask them to use the mirror to look inside their mouths at their 
teeth. Ask them to look at their teeth and answer questions such as: 
• How many teeth are in your mouth? 
• Where are teeth missing? How many? 
• Which teeth have been filled? 

When they have explored their teeth, give them a simple dental chart to fill in, putting a cross 
where a tooth is missing and colouring in where they have a filling. 

Arrange a visit from a dentist or a dental technician and ask them to show children real dental 
charts. Alternatively, ask a dentist for a blank dental chart or a copy of a dental chart with the 
name removed. 

Use a computer microscope – this allows you to 
take digital photographs. 

Safety: Make sure that glass mirrors are not 
used and that they are clean (i.e. sterile) before 
and after this activity. Tell children not to put the 
mirrors in their mouths. 

 

In this activity, give children a set of key words relating to teeth and ask them to use a set of 
resources to find out what those words mean and what they have to do with teeth. 

Children could use books, leaflets from the dentist, CD-ROM material and Internet sites for their 
age group. 

Ask children with limited reading skills to join the correct word to a simple sentence or picture. 

The words should include: cavity, plaque, incisor, molar, dentist, enamel, tooth, decay. 

ICT opportunity: Use of the internet and CD-
ROMs. 

 

 

Create a display of toothbrushes brought in by children, they could even make their own out of card.

Ask children to explain why brushing teeth is important and how often they think that they 
should brush their teeth. If possible, collect photographs of people who have poor dental 
hygiene or ask a dentist or dental technician to visit the children to talk with them about healthy 
teeth and the need to brush teeth properly. 

Challenge children to write or draw a set of instructions explaining how teeth should be cleaned, 
how many times a day and when. 
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Objectives Possible teaching activities Notes School resources 

After a snack at school, give each child a disclosing tablet and a mirror, so that they can see 
where plaque builds up and how unclean their teeth are. The children enjoy this activity, which 
is safe and simply stains their teeth temporarily. It helps children understand the importance of 
brushing teeth and dental hygiene. 

Warn children and parents that disclosing tablets 
are being used. 

 

Engage children in a survey about teeth. Different groups of children could survey different 
aspects or the class could just focus on one or two questions. The range of things that could be 
surveyed include: 
• How many children eat fruit and vegetables? 
• How many children eat sweet things? 
• How many children brush their teeth once a day? 
• How many children brush their teeth twice a day? 
• How many children brush more than twice a day? 
• When do they brush their teeth? 
• How many children drink water? 
• How many children drink fizzy drinks? 
• How many children visit the dentist regularly? 
• How many children drink milk? 
• How many children have cavities or fillings? 

Give children a tally chart, or show them how to produce one, and show them how to count in 
fives by using lines. Link this to work in mathematics. 

When children have carried out their survey, ask them to look at the data and draw conclusions. 
Challenge them to use their data to back up their conclusion. For example: 
 ‘Very few children brush their teeth more than once a day; our data says that 26 children 

brush their teeth once, and only 2 more than once.’ 

Carrying out surveys and collecting data is an 
important part of science and you will need to 
take time to teach children the skills of drawing a 
chart and collecting data. 

Make sure that children are asked some basic 
questions about their data and challenged to use 
the data to substantiate what they are saying. 

Enquiry skills 2.1.1, 2.1.2, 2.2.5 

 

 

Children might know that fizzy drinks are not good for them. Some people will tell them that fizzy 
drinks contain too much sugar and are bad for weight and teeth; others will tell them that fizzy 
drinks are bad because they are acidic. Cola is typical of this type of drink, and its acidity can be 
demonstrated by a simple activity. 

Place one coin in some cola and place a similar coin next to the container as a comparison. 
Leave them overnight. Ask children what they think will happen to the coin in the cola. The next 
day look at the coin in the cola and compare it with the coin left on the table. 

Ask children to think about what might happen if they put a human tooth in some cola. Write 
down their predictions. 

Put a tooth in some cola and leave it for 1–2 weeks to see what happens to it. 

Observe the tooth on a regular basis. When the tooth is taken out, ask children to decide 
whether any of their predictions were correct. 

Ask them to think about what the results of this activity can teach them. What have they 
learned? Do they think that cola is good or bad for teeth? Why? 

 
 
 
 

Safety: Make sure that the tooth is clean and 
safe to handled. 

Enquiry skills 2.1.1–2.1.3, 2.1.5 
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Objectives Possible teaching activities Notes School resources 

Show children a collection of different kinds of animal teeth – use either real teeth or pictures. 
Ask children to look at the teeth (and feel them if using real teeth) and to think about: 
• similarities and differences between the different sets of teeth; 
• which teeth belong to animals that bite; 
• which teeth are flat and belong to animals that grind their food like cows and sheep; 
• which teeth are incisors and which are molars. 

If appropriate, ask children to match the teeth to the animal. 

Safety: If real teeth are used, make sure that 
they are clean and can be handled. 

 

 

Ask children to write a story for younger children to teach them about how to look after their 
teeth. Their story could consist of: 
• pictures and words; 
• pictures and sentences. 

Ask children to think about what three main things they want to teach other children – things 
they think other children should know about teeth and how to look after them. 
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Assessment 

 Examples of assessment tasks and questions Notes School resources 

Complete these sentences with the right word. 

a. My eyes are for __________ 

b. My __________ are for hearing. 

c. My __________ is for touching. 

d. I use my tongue for __________ 

e. My __________is for smelling things. 

 nose ears tasting skin seeing 

  

Majda tried the tasting game. Here are her results; use them to answer the questions. 
 

Name sweet sour crunchy chewy salty bitter 

Majda       
 

a. Which ones did Majda get right? 

b. Did Majda know that some foods were salty? 

c. Can Majda tell the difference between foods that are sour and sweet? 

  

Which of these are true and which ones are false? 

a. You should drink lots of fizzy drinks because they are good for your teeth. 

b. You should brush your teeth at least twice a day. 

c. You don’t ever have to brush your teeth. 

d. Milk is good for teeth, it helps to make them strong. 

e. Teeth have roots. 

 
 

Assessment 
Set up activities that allow 
children to demonstrate what 
they have learned in this unit. 
The activities can be provided 
informally or formally during 
and at the end of the unit, or 
to do at home. They can be 
selected from the teaching 
activities or can be new 
experiences. Choose tasks 
and questions from the 
examples to incorporate in 
the activities. 

A class of children put one tooth in a glass of milk, one in a glass of water and one in a glass of 
cola. 

Which tooth do you think changed the most and why? 
 

  

 

 

Unit 2L.1 
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