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GRADE 2: Life science 4 

Care of the environment 

About this unit 
This unit is the fourth of four units on life science 
for Grade 2.  

The unit is designed to guide your planning and 
teaching of lessons on life science. It provides a 
link between the standards for science and your 
lesson plans. 

The teaching and learning activities should help 
you to plan the content and pace of lessons. 
Adapt the ideas to meet the needs of your class. 
For extension or consolidation activities, look at 
the scheme of work for Grade 4 or Grade 1. 

You can also supplement the activities with 
appropriate tasks and exercises from your 
school’s textbooks and other resources. 

Introduce the unit to children by summarising 
what they will learn and how this builds on earlier 
work. Review the unit at the end, drawing out the 
main learning points, links to other work and ‘real 
life’ applications. 
 

Previous learning 
To meet the expectations of this unit, children should already recognise that 
organisms live in a variety of different places and should show respect for 
both organisms and the environment. 
 

Expectations 
By the end of the unit, children know that the natural environment must be 
cared for. 

Children who progress further know that habitats and their inhabitants are 
diverse and understand why habitats need to be protected. 

 

Resources 
The main resources needed for this unit are: 
• video material on different conservation projects 
• information about, or links with, conservation projects 
• information about, or links with, conservation projects run by industry 
• pictures and information about endangered species 
 

Key vocabulary and technical terms 
Children should understand, use and spell correctly: 
• project, conservation, protection, animals, plants, habitats, environment 
• save, oryx, green turtle 

UNIT 2L.4 
7 hours 
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Standards for the unit 

7 hours 
 SUPPORTING STANDARDS  CORE STANDARDS 

Grade 2 standards 
 EXTENSION STANDARDS 

1.5.1 Describe some of the places where 
some common plants and animals 
live and know that some of these are 
easily disturbed. 

2.4.2 Know that the natural environment must be cared for and habitats 
protected. 

4.5.2 Know that there is a need to protect 
habitats as changes to habitats can 
affect the number and types of 
organisms that can live there. 

4  hours 

Care of the 
environment 
 

3 hours 

Industry and the 
environment 
 

 2.4.3 Illustrate how local industry takes steps to care for the environment.   

Unit 2L.4 



133  |  Qatar science scheme of work  |  Grade 2  |  Unit 2L.4  |  Life science 4 © Education Institute 2005 

Activities 

Objectives Possible teaching activities Notes School resources 

Revise children’s ideas of what a habitat is, reminding them that it is somewhere that they live. 

Ask them to think about things that they like in their home, for example: 
• their family; 
• their bedroom; 
• decorations; 
• what they eat. 

Ask children to think about what they like about living in Qatar. 

Now ask them to think about things that they don’t like (e.g. they might dislike the traffic). 

Challenge children to think about who should be responsible for making sure that their house 
continues to be a nice place to live – should it be just their parents, or can they do things too? 
What kinds of things? 

Ask the same question in relation to Qatar. Should just some people look after Qatar, or could 
everyone do something and, if so, what kinds of things. Children might say things such as: 
 ‘Drive slowly.’ 
 ‘Don’t throw litter.’ 

Help children to appreciate that responsibility for where we live belongs to everyone – everyone 
can contribute. 

At this level, the idea of responsibility whilst 
challenging will not be new to children. The 
teacher needs to work with what he or she 
knows about the children and their personal 
circumstances and the locality. 

 

Use this column to note 
your own school’s 
resources, e.g. 
textbooks, worksheets. 

 

4 hours 

Care of the environment 
Know that the natural 
environment must be cared 
for and habitats protected. 

Illustrate how local industry 
takes steps to care for the 
environment. 

 

This activity encourages children to think about the school as their environment and about the 
idea that what they do and say in school can make it a pleasant or unpleasant place to be. Ask 
children to think about the things that they like about school; they might include: 
• friends; 
• teachers; 
• learning; 
• books; 
• computers. 

Make a list of their ideas and then ask them to say what they do not like about their 
environment. Again collect their ideas in a list. 

Explain to children you are going to ask them to vote on things they like and dislike, and that 
they will be given only one vote for things they like and one vote for things that they dislike.  

Ask children to look at the likes and dislikes lists you compiled and to vote for the one thing they 
like most and the one thing they dislike most. Create a tally chart and ask children questions 
about the data. 

Towards the end of this activity talk with children about how they could improve their school. 
Ask them to look at the data; if, for example, it says that they do not like children being unkind, 
ask them to think about this in relation to themselves and their friends. 
 

Be prepared for children to be honest in their 
answers; for example, they might say that they 
do not like teachers shouting, or children being 
unkind or pushing, or not sharing. At this age, 
children’s responses are likely to be personal to 
them. 

 

Unit 2L.4 
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Objectives Possible teaching activities Notes School resources 

The aim of this activity is to model for children a small-scale project about improving their own 
environment. Talk to children about how they could improve their school and where they should 
start. Suggest that maybe they should look around the school to see what could be improved. 

Take children for a tour around the school. Ask them to think about things that could be 
improved around the school to make their environment a more pleasant place to be and to 
learn. Depending on the situation, children might raise issues such as: 
• people running; 
• litter; 
• graffiti; 
• untidiness; 
• more plants; 
• more pictures and children’s work. 

Back in the classroom, collect children’s ideas and ask them to paint a poster about one of the 
things they would like to see changed to help the school become an even better place. For 
example, they could make a poster on litter that asks people to put litter in the bin. 

When the posters are complete, display them around the school so that children can feel that 
they are being asked to make a contribution to their environment. 

Also help children to make other practical contributions, for example: 
• a litter-picking patrol; 
• planting seeds that will grow into flowers to be placed around the school. 

Encourage the class to keep a diary of their work in a class Big Book as a record for others to 
see. 

If possible, share the project with other people in school. 

A Big Book diary of the project is a very good 
way of recording what the children thought, said 
and did. It can also be used the following year 
as a starting point for the next class. 

Enquiry skills 2.2.4, 2.2.5 

 

Introduce children to projects locally in which people are caring for the environment. Introduce 
children to terms such as conservation and protection. 

Show children a video of a local conservation project. Ask them to think about some key ideas 
as they are watching the video, for example: 
• What are they trying to save in the video? 
• Why does the animal or the area need help? 
• How are they trying to help the animal or the area? What are they doing? 
• Do you think that they were successful? What makes you think that? 

Ask children to think about what they could do to help the project, particularly if it is a local 
project. Consider children’s ideas – if any are appropriate, try to involve children in carrying 
them out. 

  

Introduce children to a plant or an animal that they could research. The choice should be one 
that would interest them and one about which you can provide pictures and information for 
children to look at and read. A good example is the oryx, which is the subject of a conservation 
project in Qatar. Other possible projects to focus on in Qatar include conservation projects related 
to the green turtle and mangrove swamps.  

Children could research a different project 
according to their interests and what is available 
locally. 

Enquiry skill 2.2.4 
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Objectives Possible teaching activities Notes School resources 

 

Engage children in some or all of the following activities: 
• Writing a letter to the conservation project asking if they can visit or be sent some information, 

or inviting someone to visit them to talk about the project. 
• Creating posters to go around the school to inform staff, children, parents and visitors about 

the oryx and the conservation project. 
• Emailing the oryx conservation project with specific questions. 
• Creating postcards with a picture of the oryx on one side and a piece of information about the 

animal on the other. 

Get children to make oryx masks and role play the oryx explaining to humans what happened to 
it and how humans can help it to survive. The same activity could be carried out in relation to 
many other animals and plants. 
 

  

3 hours 

Industry and the 
environment 
Illustrate how local industry 
takes steps to care for the 
environment. 

Focus on a conservation project run by local industry. Give children some information about the 
project and then ask them to ask questions about it, for example: 
• What is the project? 
• What does it do? 
• What animals does it help? 
• What plants does it help? 
• How long has the project been going? 
• Why does the industry do it? 
Create opportunities for children to ask their questions, for example: 
• during a visit to the conservation area; 
• when someone from the industry visits the children; 
• by writing a letter; 
• by sending an email or a fax. 

Create a class book about the conservation project and send a copy to the school’s contact in 
the industry. 

To end this project, ask children to prepare and give a presentation for other children, parents or 
visitors from the conservation project. 
 

Many industries are involved in conservation 
projects. Contact a local industry that runs a 
project and invite someone from the industry to 
talk to the children. Make sure that the person is 
carefully briefed as to the age of the children, 
language and interest level and suggest ways in 
which the person could make a talk more 
interesting for the children. 

Alternatively, arrange for children to visit the 
conservation project. 

Enquiry skill 2.2.5 
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Assessment 

 Examples of assessment tasks and questions Notes School resources 

Give me three reasons why we need to protect environments and their plants and animals? Personalise these assessment activities 
according to the projects the children have been 
involved with. 

 

Name three animals and three plants that need to be protected in the world. 

Why do people need to protect them? 

  

Tell me four different things about a conservation project that you know about.   

What kinds of things could people in school do to make it a better place? Tell me about three 
things. 

  

Assessment 
Set up activities that allow 
children to demonstrate what 
they have learned in this unit. 
The activities can be provided 
informally or formally during 
and at the end of the unit, or 
to do at home. They can be 
selected from the teaching 
activities or can be new 
experiences. Choose tasks 
and questions from the 
examples to incorporate in 
the activities. 
 

Why would you be sorry if an animal like the oryx died out altogether so that there were no 
more left? Give me two reasons. 

  

 

 

Unit 2L.4 
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