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Water Pollution 
 

All living things need water to stay alive, which is why water is 
our most precious natural resource. For this reason, it is 
important to learn about the causes of water pollution. 

Water pollution is simply any harmful 
thing that is added to water. There are 
many causes of water pollution, but you 
cannot always see what is polluting it. 
Water can look clear, yet still be 
unsafe. It can be polluted by 
microscopic organisms, which are so 
tiny; they can only be seen with a 
microscope. These organisms are 
sometimes contagious and can make us 
sick. One cause of microscopic 
organisms in water is sewage from pipes.  

Another major cause of water pollution is the fertilizers 
farmers use to make their crops grow fast and the pesticides 
they use to kill bugs and rodents. When it rains, these 
fertilizers and pesticides can wash off into waterways. 

In addition, wastewater from factories 
contains harmful chemicals that can be 
poisonous to marine life. This wastewater 
is also very hot, and when it is pumped 
into waterways, it has the effect of 
heating up the temperature of the water. 
Many plants and animals cannot survive if 
the temperature of the water rises due to 
lack of oxygen. 

Litter also pollutes waterways. When not disposed of properly, 
garbage shows up on the shorelines of beaches and can also be 
harmful to marine animals. Moreover, anything with a sharp 
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edge can cut a mammal or fish. Marine animals are also known 
to mistake garbage for food.  

Petroleum companies ship their oil all over the world in large 
supertankers, but accidents do happen. An important cause of 
water pollution and a great loss of marine life along shorelines 
are accidental oil spills by these large supertankers. 

UDictionary: 

Word Definition 
Pollution Dirtiness, contamination 
Contagious Communicable - can spread from one 

person to another. 
Sewage Waste – discharge. 
Fertilizers A substance used to make soil 

more fertile. So plants can grow more 
easily 

Pesticides An agent used to destroy 2TUpestsU2T:  
Rodents:  Relatively small gnawing mammals (LIKE a 

mouse, squirrel, or beaver) that have in 
both jaws a single pair of incisors with a 
chisel-shaped edge. 

Poisonous Destructive – harmful. 
Litter Trash, wastepaper, or garbage lying 

scattered about. 
Shoreline  Land as distinguished from the sea. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/pests�
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UActivity 1 Pre-reading activity: 

Look at the picture below, discuss and wonder: 

  

 

 

 

 

Why are they washing the bird? 

To clean the bird from pollutants or oil spill which are 
taking place in the sea. 

 

 

 

 

- Would you like to swim in or drink THIS water? Why? 

No, because it is polluted or dirty  

- How do you think the animals and plants are affected in 
this water? 

The animals and plants will be harmed because their food 
source, habitats are affected by pollution. They will die or 
have to change their place. 
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UActivity 2 While reading activity: 

1- Using the Jigsaw strategy*, each group will write a 
summary about the different paragraphs in the space 
below: 

• An important cause of water pollution and a great loss 
of marine life along shorelines are accidental oil spills 
by these large supertankers. 

• Water pollution is simply any harmful thing that is 
added to water.  

• All living things need water to stay alive, which is why 
water is our most precious natural resource.  

• Another major cause of water pollution is the 
fertilizers farmers use to make their crops grow fast 
and the pesticides they use to kill bugs and rodents.                                                                                            
2- Draw and write about the effects of water 
pollution on the living things. You can use this video as 
extra resource: 
2TUhttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_pzxeHhkcQ&feature=relatedU2T   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write here: The main effects of water pollution on living 
things: 

  -   The marine habitat will not be anymore   
  fit for life. 

 -  The animals and plants numbers will    
 decrease and will die.    

Draw here:  let students draw any picture that illustrate the 
effects of water pollution on living things. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V_pzxeHhkcQ&feature=related�
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3- How can we conserve the water resources from 
pollution? List as many ideas as you can in the organizer  

below: 

UActivity 3 After reading activity: 

 

Turn off the 
water while you 
brush your teeth. 

 Turn off the water while 
you wash your hair to 
save up to 150 gallons 
a month 

Fixing a leak 
in the toilet 
can save 
300 gallons. 
   

 

Install water saving 
devices. 

Shorten your 
shower by a 
minute or two 
and you'll save 
up to 150 gallons 
per month. 



6 
 

UActivity 4 

U3,2,1 summary: 

1 sentence that summarizes the main idea of what we 
learned: 

All living things need water to stay alive, which is why we 
should conserve water resources. 

2 of the most important details: 

1- There are many causes of water pollution that makes 
water unsafe for drinking. 

2- We should protect our water resources from pollutants. 

3 questions to quiz your classmates: 

1) What is water pollution? 

2) List two causes of water pollution? 

3) Do you think all types of water are safe to drink? 

UNotes:  How to use jigsaw strategy:  

1. Divide students into 5- or 6-person jigsaw groups. 
2. Divide the reading into 5-6 segments. 
3. Assign each student to learn one segment, making sure students 

have direct access only to their own segment. 
4. Having one student from each jigsaw group join other students 

assigned to the same segment. Give students in these expert 
groups time to discuss the main points of their segment and to 
rehearse the presentations they will make to their jigsaw group.  

5. Bring the students back into their jigsaw groups. 

6. Ask each student to present her or his segment to the group. 
Encourage others in the group to ask questions for clarification. 


