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We live on the planet Earth. A planet is a large, solid object 
that travels around a star. Earth is one of nine planets 
circling a star we call the sun. The sun and the nine planets 
make up our solar system.  

 
A Each of the nine planets moves in an orbit, or curved 
path, around the sun. The size of a planet's orbit depends on 
the distance of the planet from the sun. Planets far from the 
sun have large orbits. Closer planets have smaller orbits. All 
the planets are held in orbit by a force called gravity. Gravity 
works like a pull between the sun and the planets. 
Without gravity, the planets would drift into space. 

 
Some planets have smaller objects called moons in orbit 
around them. Each moon is held in orbit by the gravity 
between the moon and its planet. There are more than 50 
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moons orbiting the planets of the solar system. One moon 
orbits Earth. 
 

Asteroids and comets are smaller objects in the solar 
system. Asteroids are like tiny planets made of rock and 
metal. They orbit the sun in a belt between 
the planets Mars and Jupiter.  

Comets are made of ice, gas, and dust. A comet has a bright 
fiery head and a long tail of light. Comets have very large 
orbits. They travel to the edge of the solar system. 

 

Questions: 

A. Answer True or False. 
1. A planet is a large, solid object that travels around a 

star.______ 

2. All the planets are held in orbit by a force called 

gravity._______ 

3. Earth has 40 moons. ________ 

4. Asteroids are made of gas _______ 

5. Comets are found between the planets Mars and Jupiter 

______ 
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B. Fill in the missing words. 
1. The sun and the nine planets make up the _____________ 

(solar system, asteroids) 

2. Each of the nine planets moves in a curved path around 

the sun called ______________ (a comet, an orbit) 

3. Planets far from the sun have _________orbits. (small, 

large) 

4. Each moon is held in orbit around a planet by the gravity 

between the moon and its ______________ (planet, asteroid) 

5. There are more than ___________ moons in the solar 

system. (9, 50) 

 
B. Write the names of the planets in the boxes. Use the 

diagram below to help: 
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C. Answer the questions. 

1. What does the size of the orbit of a planet depend on? .  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

2.  How are all the planets held in orbit?  

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 

D. Can you draw what you think as comet looks like, there is a 

clue on the first page! 

 


