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Bird Man  
Cordoba Daily New  AD 875 

 
Abbas Ibn Firnas has lived in our city all his 
life. Yesterday we saw the incredible flying 
machine he has invented
 

. 

It started twenty years ago when he saw a Ustuntman U 
jump from a high tower – and survives – using a 
simple parachute. 
 
Now Abbas has taken the idea further. He has built 
a 'flying Uglider U' that can carry a person. 
 
Amazingly, the flight was a 
success! Abbas stayed up 
for nearly a minute. But 
the landing was not so 
good. He badly Uinjured Uhis 
back and will not be 
repeating his Ufeat U. 
 
Abbas explained "I studied the way birds fly, but 
obviously I did not take enough account of the way 
they slow down and land". 
 
 
UResourcesU: 0TUhttp://www.muslimheritage.com U0T 
 
 
 

http://www.muslimheritage.com/�
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Pre-reading activity: Word chop 

Directions: The table below contains words that have been 
chopped in half. Find the pieces that fit together and write 
them in the answer area below. 
 
Abb Fly Para Gli 
Resis As Mac Ce 
Chute Tance Der Inv 
Ent Hine For Ing 
 
1. Abbas      2. Flying 
3. Parachute     4. Glider 
5. Resistance     6. Machine  
7. Force      8. Invent 
 

 
While reading activity: 

1- Find the meaning of the underlined words in a 
dictionary: 
 
1- Invent: to produce or create with the imagination. 
 
2- Stuntman: a person who does daring 
 recklessly daring  person. 
 
3- Daring: fearless, adventurous. 
 
4-Glider: A motor less, heavier-than- aircraft for gliding. 
 
5-Injure: To do or cause harm of any kind to; damage; 
 Hurt. 
 
6- Feat: Achievement. 
 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/daring�
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1- Who was the first man known to have flown? 
Abbas Ibn Firnas 
 
2- What made Abbas Ibn Firnas interested in flying? 
 
It started twenty years ago when he saw a daredevil jump 
from a high tower – and survives – using a simple parachute. 
 
3- What did they call Abbas Ibn Firnas? 
A bird man  
 
4-What did Abbas ibn Firnas forget when he tried to fly? 
 
He did not take enough account of the way they 
slow down and land. 
 
5- Name the type of force related to this article. Define 
this term. 
 
Air resistance 
 
U6- look up and see Abbas Ibn Firnas in flight: 
 
What do they all have to 
help them fly? 
 
UWings 
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After reading activity: 

Imagine we lived in a world with no Friction

 

. What would 
our daily life be like? Draw and illustrate it in the space 
below. 

Draw anything related to friction or air 
resistance. 
 
Example: bird flying – parachuting  


