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Bacteria Move In!  
 

About 3 billion years ago, Earth was a different planet. It was not 
populated by people, animals or plants, and the atmosphere was 
mostly carbon dioxide. Earth’s inhabitants were microorganisms 
such as bacteria, so small they’re impossible to see without the 
help of a microscope

So how did that Earth become the planet on which we live? Many 
scientists blame one particular organism called cyanobacteria. 
(Sometimes known as blue-green 

. 

algae or blue-green bacteria, 
these microorganisms

 

 were grouped together with algae until 
just a few years ago.) 

When a blue-green bacteria (like the one 
in the picture), invaded another 
organism, algae was the eventual result. 

 

 

“Blue-green bacteria changed the world more than any other 
group of organisms,” says Brent Mishler, a phycologist at the 
University of California, Berkeley. Blue-green bacteria were 
capable of photosynthesis

Scientists think that blue-green 

, he says, which means they started 
taking carbon dioxide and adding oxygen to the atmosphere. 

bacteria are also responsible for 
algae. Here’s how: These bacteria may have been the first 
organisms to stay alive through photosynthesis

 

. That means 
they used sunlight, water and carbon to make their own food. 
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1. Most micro-organisms cannot be seen without a ... 
                  a. Microscope 

Before reading: 

                  b. telescope 

                  c. periscope 
 

2. Which of these is NOT true about micro-organisms?  

                 a. They are all harmful 

                 b. They feed and grow 

                 c. They reproduce. 

3. Which of these micro-organisms is useful?  

                          a. Bacteria that decompose leaves 

                          b. Salmonella 

                         c. Chickenpox virus 

4. Which of these micro-organisms is harmful? 

                        a. Yeast 

                        b. Bacteria in yoghurt 

                        c. fruit mould 
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5. Cut and paste these boxes to group the facts together. 

Bacteria 

These are the smallest 
type of microbe. They 
are very simple and do 
not really have cells. 

 

Most of these are formed 
from thin, threads called 

hyphae. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fungi 

They reproduce by 
growing and then 
splitting in two. 

Viruess 

These are tiny, single 
cells. The cells are 
different from ours 

because they do not 
have a nucleus. 

They are easy to see 
because they have big 

reproductive structures. 
They make dust-like 

spores that spread in the 
air. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They need to be in the 
cells of other living 

things to reproduce, this 
is why they cause 

diseases. 
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6. Use the names of the types of microbe to complete the 
sentences... 

1.  ....................are used to make bread and beer. 

2. Food poisoning is usually caused by.................... 

3. .................... cause illnesses such as flu, colds and 
measles. 

4. .................... are used to make cheese and yoghurt. 

5. Mould on bread is caused by .................... 

6. .................... are the smallest. 

7. .................... are usually made up of branched threads. 

8. .................... can only reproduce inside the cells of animals 
or plants. 

 

 


