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ANSWERS 

The steps of Photosynthesis 

It's a beautiful day. The sun 
is shining. The wind is 
blowing. The branches on 
the tree sway from side. 
The leaves are hard at work 
making food for themselves 
and oxygen for you. They 
are photosynthesizing

Green plants are 

. 

producers. They use light energy from 
the sun to make food. This chemical process is called 
photosynthesis

Plants need three things 
for photosynthesis to 
occur: sunlight, water, and 
carbon dioxide. The sun's 
light, or energy, is 
absorbed by the 

. 

chlorophyll

Once the plant has all of its 

 in the cells of the plant. Water is taken 
from the soil and travels through the plant's root 
system. Carbon dioxide enters the plant's leaves 
through tiny openings. 

ingredients, the process 
can begin.  
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This process repeats over and over again. Remember, a 
sunbathing plant is not a lazy plant! It's actually a 
hardworking one. It's working for itself and for you 
too! 

 

Photosynthesis diagram: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photosynthesis equation: 

Pre-reading activity: 
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Brainstorm: What does a plant need to make its 
own food? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1- Underline the words that you can identify as the key 
terms in the above passage. 

While reading activity: 

2- What is photosynthesis? 

It is the process by which the plants make their own food. 

A plant 
needs to 

make food  

Sunlight 

Water 

Oxygen 

Soil 

Carbon 
dioxide 
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3- Read the following paragraph. Fill in the blanks with 
words from the box. 

Flowers    plant   water   food (x2)  

Stem(x2)   soil      sunshine 

Plants make their own food.  They use a gas in the air called 

carbon dioxide, water and nutrients from the soil.  They take 

these up through their stem.   

These nutrients travel up the stem of the plant and reach out 

to the leaves. 

The stem of the plant is an essential transport route. It 

carries water and nutrients from the roots to the leaves. The 

leaves then turn these into food for the rest of the plant.  

The stem also supports the leaves and flower. By growing 

upwards the stem helps the leaves reach the  

4- Label the diagram to describe the steps of photosynthesis. 

 

The Sun shines on the plant. 

The chlorophyll in the plant 
allows the plant to make 
sugar. 
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After reading activity: 

Tell the person next to you 2 things you have learned today, 

then the group report out:  

1- Plants make their own food through the process of 
photosynthesis. 
2- Green plants are producers; they use sunlight to make food. 

 

 

The plant takes in carbon dioxide 
from the air. 

Oxygen is released into the air. 

Waters enters the plant 


