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Classification  

 

 

 

Write the name of Each animal below  and then classify them: 

 

 

 

 

 

________giraffe____________                  ______lion____           ____falcon/eagle____ 

                                                                                                                                                       

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

____parrot___                  ____gazelle_____           ____monkey_____ 

 

Can fly Can not fly 

 

____parrot___                ____falcon/eagle____   

 

The others 

 

 

Name:____________________ 

Class:____________________ 

Date:____________________ 

Life Science Gr6 
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Why Do We Classify Things? 
Imagine that you live in a tropical rainforest and must get your own 
food, shelter, and clothing from the forest. What do you need to know 
to survive in the forest? You need to know which plants are safe to 
eat and which are not You need to know which animals you can eat 
and which ones might eat you. In other words, you need to study the 
organisms around you and put them into useful groups, or classify 
them. Biologists use a classification system to group the ” millions of 
different organisms on Earth. Classification is putting things into 
groups based on characteristics the things share.  

How Do Scientists Classify Organisms? 
What are some ways we can classify organisms? Perhaps we could 
group them by where they live or how they are useful to humans. 
Throughout history, people have classified organisms in many 
different ways. .In the 1700s, a Swedish scientist named Carolus 
Linnaeus created his own system. This system was based on the 
structure or characteristics of organisms. With his new system, 
Carolus Linnaeus founded modern taxonomy. 'Taxonomy’ is the 
‘science of describing, classifying, and naming organisms.  

How Do Scientists Name. Organisms? 
We usually call organisms by common names. For example, “cat,” 
“dog,” and “monkey” are all common names. Most of the time, these 
names are useful. However, people who speak a language other than 
English have different names for a cat and dog. Sometimes, 
organisms are even called by different names in English. For 
example, a cougar, mountain lion,‘ and a puma are three names for 
the same animal! 
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Questions: 
 
 

1. What does classification mean? 

_to group organisms according to certain 
characteristics_ 

2. Explain How did Carolus Linnaeus classify 
organisms? 

_ science of describing, classifying, and naming organisms. By 
looking for common chrecteristics 

___ 

 
3. What was his method called? Taxonomy 

Scientists need to be sure they are all 
talking about the same organism. They give 
organisms scientific names- Scientific 
names are the same in all languages. An 
organism has only one scientific name. 
Scientific names are based on the system 
created by Linnaeus. He gave each kind of 
organism a two-part name. The first part of 
the name is the genus, and the second part 
is the species. All genus names begin with 
a capital letter. All species names begin with 
a lowercase letter. For example, the 
scientific name for the Asian‘ elephant is 
Elephas maximus 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Asian_elephant_-_melbourne_zoo.jpg�
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________________________________ 
 
 

4. List  what are two problems with 
common names?  

More than one word for the same animal 
Also different languages exist 
 

 
Identify What are the two  parts of a scientific 
name, complete the diagram below: ] 

 

genus_

_____species__

The 
Scientific 
two part 

name



Grade 6 Science Related Reading/Life Science 
 

5 
 

5.  Here is a list of scientific names for 
some animals. 

Bos taurus is the scientific name for the cow. 
Alopex lagopus is the scientific name for the Arctic fox. 
Rana tigrina is the scientific name for the frog. 
Giraffa camelopardalis is the scientific name for the giraffe. 
Equus caballus is the scientific name for the horse. 
Panthera pardus is the scientific name for the leopard. 
Panthera leo is the scientific name for the lion. 
Panthera tigris

 

 is the scientific name for the tiger. 
Balaenoptera musculus is the scientific name for the blue whale. 
Equus zebra is the scientific name for the mountain zebra 

Now write the scientific name of the animal below 
 

   
  

 
 
 
As above simply 
copy! 
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6. There are three animals which have the same genus( first 
part of the name) what is it?  
Panthera pardus is the scientific name for the leopard. 
Panthera leo is the scientific name for the lion. 
Panthera tigris

____________________________ 
 is the scientific name for the tiger. 


