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Diseases Caused by Bacteria 

 

 

 

 

Many people are healthy most of their 
lives. But sometimes a person can 
become ill with a disease. Then some part 
of the body may not work properly. 
 

Some diseases are caused by bacteria. 
Bacteria, are tiny one-celled ‘living things’. 
Some are so small that a million could fit on the head of a pin. 
Bacteria can reproduce very quickly. Some bacteria can multiply 
every 20 minutes. 
 

Bacteria cause disease in two ways. Some destroy body cells by 
feeding on them. Others make poisons, or toxins, that harm people.  

Many diseases of the respiratory system are caused by bacteria. 
Remember that the respiratory system brings oxygen into the body. 
One of these diseases is  ‘pneumonia’. Pneumonia is a serious 
infection of the lungs. People with pneumonia have chills and fever. 
They have a cough and chest pains. Another disease caused by 
bacteria is whooping cough. Whooping cough is more common in 
children than adults. People with this disease 
cannot breathe easily. 
 

They have a cough and a fever. Both pneumonia 
and whooping cough can be spread from one 
person to another. This happens when an 
infected person coughs. The cough sends a 
watery spray into the air. The spray carries the 

Life Science Gr8 

 

Name:____________________ 

Class:____________________ 

Date:____________________ 



Grade 8 Science Related Reading/Life Science 
 

2 
 

bacteria that cause the disease. Other people can breathe in these 
bacteria. Then they may become ill, too.  

Questions 
A. Answer  TRUE or FALSE 
1. When a person has a disease, some part of the body does not 
work properly.________________ 
 

2. Some diseases are caused by bacteria. _______________ 
 

3. Bacteria are tiny one-celled living things. _______________ 
 

4. Bacteria can‘ reproduce quickly. _____________________ 

 

5. Bacteria never harm a person's body cells. _____________  
 

6. Certain bacteria can cause pneumonia. ________________ 
 

7. Pneumonia cannot be spread to other people. ________________ 

B. Fill in the missing word.  
1. Some bacteria make poisons called _____________________ (toxins, 
cells) 

 
2. Bacteria are ____________________ (plants, cells) 
 

3. Bacteria can cause diseases of the _______________________system.  
(respiratory, skeletal) 
 

4. Some bacteria can cause disease by feeding on body 
._________________ (toxins, cells)  
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C. Answer the questions.  
 

1. What are two diseases that are caused by bacteria? 

 

 

 

 
 

2. What are two ways that bacteria can cause disease?  
 
 

 

 

 
3. How can a disease like pneumonia be spread from one person 

to another? 
 
 

 

 

 


